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SUBJECT: FURTHER COMMENT ON CAMEROON'S FEAR OF ENCIRCLEMENT: 
CAMEROON OFFERS SELF AS RELIABLE REGIONAL PARTNER OF US 

REF: YAOUNDE 2417 (NOTAL) 

1 . AFTER FURTHER REFLECTION ON EBOUA S PRESENTATION AND 
REQUESTS OF JULY 5, 1 HAVE COME TO CONCLUSION THAT GURC HAS 
MORE SERIOUS INTENTIONS VIS-A-VIS US THAN REFTEL MAY HAVE 
CONVEYED. I BELIEVE THAT AHIDJO, THROUGH EBOUA, WAS NOMINATIONG 
CAMEROON TO BE PRINCIPAL PARTNER OF US IN CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REGION. 

2. REFTEL FAILED TO MENTION THAT EBOUA AT OUTSET OF HIS 
PRESENTATION PUT GURC'S CONCERN IN REGIONAL CONTEXT, SAYING 
"WE ARE WORRIED ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN CENTRAL AFRICA," WHICH 
ARE LEADING TO CAMEROON’S ISOLATION. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO 
CHARACTERIZE EACH COUNTRY OF REGION. IN ADDITION TO THOSE 
MENTIONED IN REFTEL, HE REFERRED TO CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
IN NEGATIVE TERMS, AND SIMIARLY, THOUGH LESS EXPLICITLY, 

TO ZAIRE. HE ALSO EMPHASIZED REPEATEDLY DEMONSTRATED (PRO- 
WESTERN POLICIES AND OUTLOOK OF CAMEROON. 
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3. EBOUA TOLD ME THAT WHEN AND IF ADDITIONAL FUNDS SHOULD 
BECOME AVAILABLE IN RESPONSE TO GURC'S REQUESTS FOR ARMS 
AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, IT COULD PROVIDE PROJECTS, PLANS, AND 
REQUEST PACKAGES ON SHORT NOTICE. I HAVE NO DOUBT GURC COULD 
DO THIS, ANS ITS PLANNING CAPACITY, AT LEAST ON THE CIVILIAN 
SIDE, IS GOOD. READINESS TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC CONCRETE REQUESTS 
ALSO SUGGESTS THAT GURC HAS BEEN PREPARING YESTERDAY'S 
APPROACH FOR SOME TIME, AS ALSO INDICATED BY MARKED RECENT 
INCREASE IN OVERT FRIENDLINESS TOWARD US. I WAS INITIALLY 
PUZZLED BY TIMING, SINCE THIS MAJOR NOVEL APPROACH MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN MADE TO GOVERNOR SCRANTON WHEN HE CALLED ON AHIDJO JUNE 28. 
HOWEVER, EBOUA SAID THAT GURC UN PERM REP OYONO HAD TELEPHONED 
HIM ABOUT CUBAN TROOP STORY CIRCA THREE DAYS AGO, WHICH 
COINCIDES WITH JULY 2 WF REPORT OF DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S 
COMMENTS ON SIMILAR STORY. THIS MAY HAVE FINALLY PUSHED AHIDJO 
OVER BRINK OF, IN EFFECT, OFFERING CAMEROON AS PRINCIPAL PRO- 
AMERICAN PARTNER IN REGION. 

4. THE "PARTNERSHIP'' SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO LEAD TO ANY EARLY 
DRASTIC CHANGES IN CAMEROON’S OVERT BEHAVIOR, E.G. AT UN. 

ON CONTRARY, GURC MAY LEAN OVER BACKWARDS TO DEMONSTRATE 
SOLIDARITY WITH NON-ALIGNED CONSENSUS IN ORDER TO OFFSET RISK 
OF BEING OVER-IDENTIFIED WITH US. HOWEVER, ON REGIONAL 
ISSUES THAT MATTER TO GURC - E.G. SOVIET AND CUBAN ACTIVITIES 
IN NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES, BULLYING BY NIGERIAAN OVERALL 
SECURITY OF CENTRAL AFRICA - CAMEROON COULD BE EXPECTED TO 
BE SOLIDLY IF DISCREETLY WITH US IN RETURN FOR REQUESTED 
ASSISTANCE. 

5. I BELIEVE REQUEST SHOULD BE GIVEN VERY SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 
OFT-ITERATED THEME OF MY ANALYSIS OF EVOLTUION OF REGION IS 
GREATER PROMISE OF CAMEROON THAN COUNTRIES COVERED BY ONE THOUSAND 
MILE RADIUS DRAWN AROUND ITS BORDERS, DUE TO AHIDJO S SUCCESS 

IN INSTITUTIONALIZING GOVERNMENT. IF HE WERE TO DISAPPEAR 
TOMORROW, GOVERNMENT WOULD GO ON PRETTY MUCH AS BEFORE. BUT FOR THAT 
VERY REASON HE IS MUCH LESS LIKELY TO DISAPPEAR THAN HEADS OF 
STATE IN THREE TIERS OF COUNTRIES SURROUNDING CAMEROON, ABOUT 
ENCIRCLEMENT BY FIRST OF WHICH HE IS NOW WORRIED. IN MY PARA 
OVERVIEW I RECOMMENDED THAT ANY EXTRA DOLLARS AVAILABLE FOR AID 
OR USIS IN REGION WOULD BRING BETTER RESULTS IF SPENT IN CAMEROON 
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THAN NEIGHBORS. I STILL HOLD TO THAT VIEW, RE-ENFORCED BY GURC’S 
NEW OFFER TO GO INTO A KIND OF LIMITED PARTNERSHIP WITH US. 

6. TO THOSE WHO, LIKE ONE FORMER COLLEAGUE IN DEPARTMENT, VIEW 
THIS AS SPRINGING FROM LOCALITIS ON MY PART, I REPLY THAT I 
REGRET I HAVE ONLY ONE SUCH PROMISING LOCALE TO OFFER AS PARTNER 
TO MY COUNTRY. (I MAY, HOWEVER, BE SUFFERING FROM B ICENTENNIALITIES . 
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THE REST OF THE REGION LOOKS BLEAKER EVERY MONTH, REGARDLESS OF 
PERSPECTIVE - FROM WASHINGTON, PARIS, BONN, LONDON, OR YAOUNDE. 
SPIRO 
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